
materialize. An Interior Ministry
spokesman credited the round-the-
clock curfew in Baghdad, which
has a mixed Shiite-Sunni popula-
tion, and two restive Sunni
provinces. Checkpoints were
closed along Iraq’s border with Jor-
dan and Syria, a standard precau-
tion taken during domestic emer-
gencies.

Authorities were gradually lift-
ing the restrictions, with pedestri-
ans allowed back on the streets of
Baghdad late afternoon. Vehicle
traffic in Baghdad would be per-
mitted beginning at 6:00 a.m. Tues-
day, according to police Lt.
Mohammed Khayoun and an aide
to Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.

In mainly Shiite Hillah, 60 miles
south of Baghdad, around 500 peo-
ple marched carrying placards and
shouting slogans denouncing the
former dictator, who is accused of
killing tens of thousands of Shiites
following a 1991 uprising.

“Yes, yes for the verdict, which
we have long been waiting for!”
chanted the crowd, largely made
up of students and government
workers.

At least three people were
wounded after gunfire broke out at
a Shiite rally in the southwestern
Baghdad neighborhood of Amil, a
mixed Shiite-Sunni area, police Lt.
Maithem Abdel-Razaq said.

Ethnic Kurds, who like Iraq’s
majority Shiites suffered brutal
persecution under Saddam, aban-
doned plans for a celebration rally
in the northern city of Mosul over
security concerns, said Ghayath al-
Sorchi, an official with the Patriot-
ic Union of Kurdistan, which is led
by Iraqi President Jalal Talabani.

Al-Sorchi said PUK activists
instead distributed gifts to families
who lost relatives in crackdowns
under Saddam. Saddam is sched-
uled to appear in court again on
Tuesday, when proceedings
resume against him and six co-
defendants in a separate trial over a
crackdown against Iraqi Kurds in
the late 1980s – the so-called Anfal
case.

Underscoring the widening
divide between Shiite and Sunni,
about 250 pro-Saddam demonstra-
tors took to the streets in the Sunni
city of Baqouba, 35 miles northeast
of Baghdad. They were dispersed
by Iraqi soldiers for breaking the
curfew. Another 400 pro-Saddam
protesters marched through Samar-
ra, 60 miles north of Baghdad.

The curfew was temporarily
lifted in Tikrit to give allow resi-
dents to shop and run errands.
Angry crowds had gathered in the
city on Sunday, holding aloft Sad-
dam portraits, firing guns and
chanting slogans vowing to

avenge his execution.
Saddam was sentenced by the

Iraqi High Tribunal for ordering the
execution of nearly 150 Shiites
from the city of Dujail following a
1982 attempt on his life.

Iraq’s president, whose office
must ratify the death penalty sen-
tence against Saddam if it is upheld
on appeal, said from Paris Sunday
that the trial of the ousted Iraqi
leader was fair.

Jalal Talabani would not com-
ment on the guilty verdict or death
sentence for fear it could inflame
tensions in his volatile nation.

If the appeals court upholds the
sentences, they must be ratified by
Talabani, a Sunni Kurd, and his
two vice presidents, one a Sunni
Arab.

Talabani has opposed the death
penalty in the past, but found a way
around it by deputizing a vice pres-
ident to sign an execution order on
his behalf – a substitute that has
been legally accepted.

Saddam was found hiding with
an unfired pistol in a hole in the
ground near his home village north
of Baghdad in December 2003,
eight months after he fled the capi-
tal ahead of advancing American
troops.

Barzan Ibrahim, Saddam’s half
brother and intelligence chief dur-
ing the Dujail killings, was sen-

tenced to join him on the gallows,
as was Awad Hamed al-Bandar,
head of Iraq’s Revolutionary
Court, which issued the death sen-
tences against the Dujail residents.

Former Vice President Taha
Yassin Ramadan was convicted of
premeditated murder and sen-
tenced to life in prison, while three
other defendants were given up to
15 years in prison for torture and
premeditated murder. Alocal Baath
Party official was acquitted for lack
of evidence.

A nine-judge appeals panel has
unlimited time to review the case.
If the verdicts and sentences are
upheld, the executions must be car-
ried out within 30 days.
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 BROWN’S
 PRESSURE WASHING
 MOST ANY SIZE

 VINYL HOME

 CALL DAVID  $ 99 95 $ 99 95

 202-7284
 Licensed & Insured

 90 Days Same as Cash Financing! *
 *With approved credit. 

 25 TH  A NNIVERSARY  S ALE

 Hours:
 10-6 Mon.-Sat.
 1-5 Sun.

 And

 Bowling Green

 Home Furnishings

 Both Located at: 1045 Lovers Lane • 270.780.0376 or 270.842.7721

 Betty and Tom’s

 Country Charm

SADDAM, from 1A

she said.
Logan County and Allen County voters must replace

retiring judge-executives John Guion and Johnny Hobdy,
respectively.

“I think (the open seat) will create a decent turnout,
(but) I’m not a good election predictor,” Guion said,
deferring to Logan County Clerk Kenny Chapman,
who’s also retiring by year’s end. Early machine votes
are 149 and absentee ballots are 139.

Chapman said about 40 percent of the county’s 16,333
– or 6,533 – registered voters should show up to polls
Tuesday, compared to 6,127 in May’s primary.

“We normally have a better turnout for the general
election than we do the primary,” he said.

In Allen, Hobdy said the county’s open judge-execu-
tive slot probably won’t be the sole factor in Tuesday’s
larger-than-expected turnout.

“All levels of government affect our day-to-day lives.
Possibly, our local elections affect it more on a day-to-
day basis than any form of government,” Hobdy said.

Allen County deputy clerk Sarah Constant said about
55 percent of the county’s 12,077 registered voters – or
6,642 voters – are expected Tuesday, which would be
about 15 percent more than the 4,659 who voted in May.
She said 122 absentee ballots were mailed and 109 have
been received so far; early vote totals aren’t known. 

Simpson County deputy clerk Liz Gregory said 40
percent of the county’s 11,090 registered voters – 4,436
– are expected at polls “if the weather is good” – an
increase from 2,168 in May. The early voting-machine
count was 126 this morning and 45 absentee ballots have
been mailed.

In Butler County, 50 percent to 60 percent of the coun-
ty’s 8,782 registered voters are expected Tuesday, slight-
ly more than the 4,347 who voted in May. Early machine
votes total 189 and 206 absentee ballots were mailed,
according to the Butler County Clerk’s Office.

“There are 12 (candidates) running for city council;
we have a mayor’s race; we have a lot of write-in candi-
dates,” Butler deputy clerk Denise Tarrance said,
explaining the office’s predictions.

In Edmonson County, more than 50 percent of the
county’s 8,417 registered voters are expected Tuesday.
About 60 absentee ballots have been mailed and 220
people have voted early on machines, according to
Edmonson County Clerk Butch Carroll.

— Kentucky Attorney General Greg Stumbo will spend
Tuesday visiting several state precincts, observing gen-
eral-election conduct. Suspicious activity can be report-
ed to an election fraud hotline: (800) 328-8683.

ELECTION, from 1A
business owners. 

Businesses who want to have
temporary signs on their property
must obtain a permit. 

The definition of temporary signs
includes banners, posters, pennants
and those propped up with indepen-
dent support, according to zoning
laws.

Temporary signs aren’t allowed
on fences, awnings, pump canopies,
curbs, lamp posts, utility poles,
hydrants, bridges and on public
entities, like drinking fountains, rest
stations, streets or sidewalks.

Vehicle signs – those incorporat-
ed into trucks, motor vehicles and
trailers and parked at a business
location for the intended purpose of
advertising – are also not allowed.

Hunter said since city staff had
already met with Jerry Goff, direc-
tor of operations for Minit Mart,
prior to the signs being posted, the
signs were a direct violation.

Higgins was given a notice of
violation and was cited on Oct. 19. 

Higgins could have requested a
hearing within a week of being
cited, but didn’t, according to code
enforcement officials. 

Code enforcement officers met
with local beer and cigarette distrib-
utors in September to discourage the
posting of unauthorized temporary
signs, like those advertising beer,
cigarette and soft drink prices. 

The city began its sign ordinance
compliance blitz on Oct. 1. 

Tim Earnhart, owner of Earnhart
and Friends, the public relations and
advertising agency who put up the
“Vote for Joe” signs for Minit Mart,
said his company never intended to
violate the city’s sign ordinance. 

“We just thought it would be a
buzz creator to bring attention,”
Earnhart said. 

Earnhart said more than 500
signs were posted around Bowling
Green to bring awareness and brand
recognition for a product by mock-
ing a political campaign. 

“At some point, you have to
laugh this off,” he said. “We thought
what we were doing was in compli-
ance with the city sign ordinance.”

But the planning commission
finds the signs to be commercial
advertisements, not political cam-
paign signs. 

Earnhart said he has contacted his
attorneys on the matter. 

“We took them down off the

Minit Mart properties, but they
remain up around other places
around town,” Earnhart said.
“We’re still trying to investigate the
city’s sign ordinance.”

Hunter said even though large
companies in Bowling Green have
stepped into compliance with the
sign ordinance, there are plenty of
small ones that need to take down
unauthorized signs. 

“Now its the pool stores, car lots
or some of those others that we did-
n’t get the first go around,” Hunter
said. 

“As far as we’re concerned,

they’ve all been notified. We’re not
going to just talk anymore. The
(notices of violation) are going out.”

Hunter also mentioned there have
been several distributors who took
down their temporary signs, replac-
ing them with mounted backlit read-
er boards, as opposed to having ban-
ners. 

“They’re the same type of adver-
tisement but in a clean and neat
way,” Hunter said. 

Realtor complains
David Tarter of Tarter Realty

doesn’t agree with the city’s sign
ordinance since Realtors’ direction-
al signs have been taken down,
including his. 

“As a Realtor, you have to adver-
tise to tell people that the houses are
there,” Tarter said. “The politicians
can keep their signs up for 90 days,
but the man who votes for them
can’t even have a sign advertising
that their house is for sale.”

Three weeks ago, a code enforce-
ment officer picked up more than 70
signs in one day, Hunter said. 

“As of Oct. 1, we did get more
aggressive with signs in the right of
ways than we did before,” Hunter
said. “A lot of them were real estate
signs.”

Hunter said the planning com-
mission will most likely meet with
the Board of Realtors to clear the air
and answer questions about the sign
ordinance. 

— For more information about
temporary signs, call the City-
County Planning Commission of
Warren County at 842-1953. To
obtain temporary permits, contact
City Hall at 1017 College St. at 393-
3000.

SIGNS, from 1A

What’s not allowed
Signs should not be in the intersection or rights of way.
Yard sale signs or signs advertising auctions that are up beyond

the time and date of the event.
Signs that obstruct clear vision of intersections, traffic signals,

public rights of way or utility easements.
Portable signs (signs that have no permanent attachment to the

building or the ground.)
Paper or cardboard signs.
Signs attached to utility poles, trees, shrubs or plants.
Signs incorporated into trucks, motor vehicles and trailers that

are parked at a business’ location for advertising purposes.

What’s OK
Signs can be on commercial buildings, as long as they meet the

requirements.
Signs can be on windows.
Signs can be on the main facade of buildings as long as they

don’t extend above the roof line.
Grand opening signs or promotional commercial temporary

signs that have been a city permit.
— Source: Section 4.6.8.F of the Zoning Ordinance for Bowl-

ing Green/Warren County 

Signs of the times


