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Harvest season nears,
so landowners advised
to look for evidence
By BURTON SPEAKMAN
The Daily News
bspeakman@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

As the marijuana harvest sea-
son comes near and plants are
taller, law enforcement officials
want landowners to be more
aware of what’s happening in
their fields.

Landowners should keep an
eye out for several clues that
someone may be growing mari-
juana on their property, officials
said.

Most marijuana growers will
plant on a neighbor’s land – typ-
ically somewhere adjacent to
their property that the owner
doesn’t frequently visit, said
Jerry Smith, an agent from the
South Central Kentucky Drug
Task Force. 

The small fields are often
planted near water sources, such
as ponds or creeks, he said. 

Signs of a marijuana growing
operation will include trails
leading to the marijuana, said
Jeff Scruggs, director of the
Barren-Edmonson County Drug
Task Force. The plants will be in
areas that see more sunlight.

“There could also be buckets
of water or other watering
equipment,” he said. “You
might also see the plants sur-
rounded by chicken wire to
keep animals away.”

Marijuana growers use prop-
erty other than their own to
reduce the chance their property
will be forfeited, Scruggs said.
This leads to a significant
amount of growing in eastern
Kentucky, a large portion of
which is federal and state forest
land. 

Locally, the South Central
Kentucky Drug Task Force had
the most recent discovery of
marijuana cultivation. Agents
found 18 marijuana plants Aug.
1 near Lewisburg. The task
force received a tip about the
plants and destroyed them. No

By JIM GAINES
The Daily News
jgaines@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Although drought has brought the Barren River’s flow to the lowest it’s
been in at least 50 years, according to Bowling Green Municipal Utilities,
there’s at least one flood under way in Warren County.

Unfortunately, it’s not actually a flood of water – it’s a
flood of complaints from residents that their neighbors are
violating newly imposed restrictions on outdoor water
use, said Jon Schubarth, manager of engineering for War-
ren County Water District.

The restrictions, which went into effect countywide on
Tuesday, limit outdoor water use to Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday for households and businesses with odd-
numbered addresses, while those with even-numbered addresses can use
water outdoors on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday.

That means limits on washing vehicles or equipment, filling swimming
pools and fountains, watering grass and other plants, and hosing off side-
walks or driveways. The restrictions will continue until it rains.

Commercial car washes recycle some water, and so will remain open.

Miranda Pederson/Daily News
Above: Teachers Cathy Roemer (left) and Pam Lewis deliver water bottles Wednesday to Erica Finnegan’s class at Lost River Elementary School. The water
was provided to students for their trip home on school buses so they would remain hydrated in the intense heat. Top: The Barren River’s low level is evident by
a visible area of rocks, which normally are nearly covered by water.

Recent problems show that
sometimes follow-ups are
needed for communication
By AMEERAH CETAWAYO
The Daily News
acetawayo@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

What is being called a temporary
inconvenience for those who hold e-
mail accounts with Insight Communi-
cations and AT&T, formerly known as
BellSouth, is a source of frustration for
Warren County farmer Joe O’Daniel.

O’Daniel, who for the past two
years has used e-mail as a way to take
orders, has increased sales for
O’Daniel Farms Produce through the
Internet, he said. During the summer,
his inbox is filled with produce orders
and in the winter, he said, 95 percent of

his sales orders come from online cus-
tomers. 

So when seven of O’Daniel’s Inter-
net customers came to the Southern
Kentucky Regional Farmers Market in
Bowling Green on Saturday and told
O’Daniel they had placed an order he
had never received, O’Daniel was
upset. 

“My concern is that I miss out on
business, that I miss out on sales and
that my customers get frustrated and

they quit ordering altogether (online)
because it’s not reliable,” he said. “In
the past, it’s been pretty reliable when I
send out what I have to order – they
pick it up at the Farmers Market and in
the winter I deliver.” 

But there was an interesting pattern
O’Daniel noticed – all seven of the
customers who had problems placing
their orders via e-mail had accounts
from Insight Communications. 

Goal is to raise $100,000 for depleted endowment
By ALYSSA HARVEY
The Daily News
aharvey@bgdailynews.com/783-3257

The Capitol Arts Alliance has added a preservation fee to ticket prices to
help increase its endowment fund.

The goal is $100,000.
“The endowment has been depleted,” said Dawn Wesley, Alliance man-

aging director. “We’re looking for creative ways to bring it back up.”
The new fee has been a part of the ticket prices for a few months,

Alliance president Barry Williams said. 
“It’s fairly new,” he said. “It was approved by the board at the end of the

past fiscal year.”
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“My concern is that I miss out on business, that
I miss out on sales and that my customers get
frustrated and they quit ordering (online) because
it’s not reliable.”

Joe O’Daniel
Warren County farmer

Joe Imel/Daily News
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