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“They all had Insight, and I had
BellSouth, so there must be some
problem with the server at Insight,
I assume,” said O’Daniel. 

Of the seven e-mails that were
sent today, which is O’Daniel’s
deadline for produce orders, one
was received Sunday and the other
on Monday.  

“The other five I never received
at all,” he said. “It’s really frustrat-
ing at both ends, because cus-
tomers come to the market and
look at me like I’m doing some-
thing wrong.”

O’Daniel said he’s not computer
savvy enough to know what the
problem was, but he notified cus-
tomers Wednesday that if they
placed an order and didn’t hear
back right away, they should call
the farm directly to inquire. 

Bowling Green resident Linda
Weldon said for the past three
years, she has e-mailed back and
forth with her mother in the morn-
ing. 

“We e-mail every morning. And
I wasn’t even aware she wasn’t
getting (the e-mails),” Linda Wel-
don said. “(My mother) was get-
ting e-mails from everyone (but)
Insight customers.” 

A separate and different e-mail

to the Daily News from Weldon
describes a similar e-mail mishap
to O’Daniel, but the roles are
reversed – Weldon has an Insight e-
mail account and her mother has a
BellSouth.net account. 

Weldon’s husband, Ed, said
when he contacted Insight on Mon-
day, he was told BellSouth.net is
blocking e-mails sent from Insight
customers due to a business dis-
pute. 

“As soon as I started to describe
the problem, they said ‘for some
unknown reason, BellSouth has
blocked e-mails from Insight, how-
ever both parties now are talking to
each other, and we’re hopeful to
resolve it in the next couple of
days,’ ” he said. 

John Dobken, spokesman for
Insight Communications said the
company hasn’t had a lot of cus-
tomers calls about e-mail issues.
Everything is flowing as it should
be, he said. 

“With  (Internet service
providers), they may put a rate
limit on the number of emails that
can come through. When you hit
that limit, what happens is you get
put into a line and the e-mail may
time out, which means you have to
resend it,” Dobken said. 

AT&T spokeswoman Cathy
Lewandowski didn’t acknowledge
a dispute of any kind, but said
problems with e-mail may be due
to an upgrade of the AT&T’s e-
mail platform. 

“By consolidating our e-mail
platform from our existing inter-
face, we will provide our cus-
tomers with increased capacity and
e-mail storage. This increased e-
mail capacity will better serve our
AT&T customers,” Lewandowski
said. “Unfortunately, during this
upgrade some of our customers
may experience a temporary
inconvenience.”

Lewandowski expects AT&T to
have the upgrade completed by the
end of the week.

Linda Weldon said for both
companies not to notify customers
about the e-mail issues is disap-
pointing.  

“If we all didn’t rely on e-mail
so much as a major form of com-
munication, it wouldn’t be so much
of a big deal,” Linda Weldon said.
“It just seems odd that a company
would block another company’s e-
mail when consumers from both
are paying for that service.”
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When patrons buy tickets at the
Capitol Arts Center box office,
they will notice $3 added to the
cost. The preservation fee replaces
the transaction fee that has always
been associated with tickets,
Williams said.

“We had charged a fee for tick-
ets. We didn’t increase the fee. It’s
the same amount,” he said.
“Instead of going into the
accounts, it’s going into the
endowment fund. Instead of
charging a fee to handle tickets,
we’re earmarking it to go back into
the endowment account. It’s like
having a savings account.”

The handling fee had been used
to help cover administrative costs,
Williams said.

“In the past, it was used to cover
costs for mailing tickets, office
help, software to generate tickets,”
he said. “Now it will come from
general operating account.”

The endowment fund will be
used for major issues, such as the
one that happened several years ago
when repairs were needed for the
Capitol’s ceiling. The building had
to be closed for several months.

“There were ceiling issues and
asbestos removal. The theater was
still operating during the ceiling
issues, but it was closed to the pub-
lic and still had business going on,
so there was payroll,” Williams
said. “When a business is closed, it
doesn’t take long for funds to go
down. You’re dipping into the sav-

ings account.”
The endowment fund isn’t a

new concept for the Capitol, Wes-
ley said.

“For 26 years, it has been
there,” she said. “When the town
first decided to renovate the Capi-
tol, there was a campaign that
went into an endowment that
could be used in case of building
maintenance failing or something
happening that cost a lot of
money.”

With the addition of money to
the endowment fund, the Capitol
can be kept up better and not be in
dire straights if it needs major
repairs, Williams said.

“We want to do anything we
can to keep the Capitol alive and
vibrant. We at the Capitol board
need to do that,” he said. “It needs
to operate as a business, and we
need to be responsible with the
fund. If you don’t commit to some
kind of savings plan, you don’t
have any savings.”
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one has been arrested.
The harvest season for mari-

juana typically runs from August
through October, Smith said. 

“The latest I’ve seen marijuana
out in this area is the first of
November. Typically they want to
get it in before the gun season
starts for deer,” he said. 

Edmonson County Sheriff B.J.
Honeycutt said he spent Tuesday
searching fields with Barren-
Edmonson County Drug Task
Force Agents following up on tips
about marijuana growing.

“We didn’t find anything, but
it’s hard to find marijuana on
foot,” he said. 

It’s much easier to spot grow-
ing marijuana from a helicopter,
Honeycutt said. But because
growers know that law enforce-
ment use helicopters, they plant
fewer crops together, making
them harder to pick out from the
air.

And much of the local growing
has moved indoors, he said. 

Just as legitimate farmers are
struggling the drought, it’s also
expected to produce a lean crop
of marijuana, according to
Tommy Loving, director of the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Drug Task Force. 

In Warren County, fewer than
100 plants have been discovered
this year, he said. 

Smith said much of the mari-
juana in Kentucky is imported
from Mexico – it’s cheaper to
produce there. 

Scruggs said the type of mari-
juana plants grown in the state has
also changed.

Plants used to grow to between
10 and 12 feet tall, he said. Now
most marijuana plants are about 6
feet tall when fully mature. 

This year in Barren and
Edmonson county  between 75
and 100 plants have been found,
he said.

If someone sees marijuana on
their property they shouldn’t walk
up to it, Smith said. Marijuana

growers and fields can be very
dangerous, and the area is often
booby trapped.

Smith was a Kentucky State
Police trooper when KSP Detec-
tive Darrell V. Phelps was shot
and killed in Edmonson County
while investigating marijuana
cultivation in August 1981. 

“Leave the area and immedi-
ately call law enforcement,” he
said. “The area could be booby
trapped.” 

Typically traps include small
explosives that will detonate if
stepped on, Smith said. 

Loving reiterated that if any-
one suspects marijuana is being
grown on their property, they
should not investigate themselves
but call law enforcement. 

“We’ll be glad to check into it,”
he said. 

— Anyone with tips about mar-
ijuana growing is asked to call
Kentucky State Police’s toll-free
number at (800) 367-3847.
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President Bush gestures today during a news conference at the White House in Washington.

President opposes
proposal by Democrat
aimed at bridge repairs 
By JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A week
after a deadly bridge collapse in
Minneapolis, President Bush dis-
missed today raising the federal
gasoline tax to repair the nation’s
bridges at least until Congress
changes the way it spends high-
way money.

“The way it seems to have
worked is that each member on
that (Transportation) committee
gets to set his or her own priorities
first,” Bush said. “That’s not the
right way to prioritize the people’s
money. Before we raise taxes,
which could affect economic
growth, I would strongly urge the
Congress to examine how they set
priorities.”

About $24 billion, or 8 percent
of the last $286 billion highway
bill, was devoted to highway and
bridge projects singled out by law-
makers. The balance is distributed
through grants to states, which
decide how it will be spent. Feder-
al money accounts for about 45
percent of all infrastructure spend-
ing.

The Democratic chairman of
the House Transportation Com-
mittee proposed a 5-cent increase
in the 18.3 cents-a-gallon federal
gasoline tax to establish a new
trust fund for repairing or replac-
ing structurally deficient highway
bridges.

More than 70,000 of the
nation’s bridges are rated struc-
turally deficient, including the
bridge that collapsed over the Mis-
sissippi River last Wednesday. The
American Society of Civil Engi-
neers says repairing them all
would require spending at least
$9.4 billion a year for 20 years.
Rep. Jim Oberstar, D-Minn., says
his tax-increase proposal would
raise about $25 billion over three
years.

On terrorism, Bush said he is
confident in the ability of Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf to
crack down on militants at the
Afghan border and cooperate with
the U.S.

He said he expected Musharraf
to take “swift action if there is
actionable intelligence inside his
country.” Bush refused to address
whether the U.S. troops would go
into Pakistan without permission
from leaders there.

“We spend a lot of time with the

leadership in Pakistan talking
about what we will do with action-
able intelligence,” Bush said. “Am
I confident they (terrorists) will be
brought to justice? My answer is,
‘Yes I am.’ “

Musharraf, a key ally in Wash-
ington’s fight against terrorism, is
under growing U.S. pressure. But
the Pakistani leader is under con-
siderable pressure at home too.

He has seen dwindling popular
support amid a failed bid to oust
the country’s chief justice, Iftikhar
Mohammed Chaudhry – an inde-
pendent-minded judge likely to
rule on expected legal challenges
to Musharraf’s bid for re-election
to another five-year term. Mushar-
raf also has been beset by rising
violence in the country, particular-
ly following an army raid to end
the takeover of the Red Mosque in
Islamabad, an operation that left
more than 100 people dead.

Speculation that an emergency
could be imminent grew after
Musharraf on Wednesday abruptly
pulled out of a meeting in Kabul
with more than 600 Pakistani and
Afghan tribal leaders, phoning
Afghan President Hamid Karzai to
say he couldn’t attend because of
“engagements” in Islamabad.

At home, Bush ruled out any
bailout of homeowners hit with
foreclosures in the form of direct
assistance. But he said “enor-
mous empathy” is in order for
such people and indicated he was
open to some federal help for
people to refinance and keep their
homes.

“The word bailout – I’m not
exactly sure what you mean. If you
mean direct grants to homeown-
ers, the answer would be no,” the
president said.

The delinquency rate on home
loans was almost 5 percent in the
first three months of the year.

On the controversy of former
NFL player Pat Tillman’s friendly
fire death while serving in the U.S.
military in Afghanistan, Bush said
“the best way to honor that com-
mitment of his is to find the truth.”

He said he expects the military
“to get to the bottom” of why Till-
man’s death was initially
explained as the result of enemy
fire.

The president described Iran as
“a destabilizing influence in the
Middle East.”

Noting that Iraqi Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki was in Iran Thurs-
day, Bush said he hoped his mes-
sage would be the same as the
United States’– that Tehran should
halt the export of sophisticated
explosive devices into Iraq or
“there will be consequences.”

He did not say what those con-
sequences would be.

On the U.S. prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, the president
pointed the finger at other nations.
The U.S. cannot close the contro-
versial facility until other countries
agree to take the more than 350
people still there, he said.

“A lot of people don’t want
killers in their midst,” Bush said.

The United States is determined
to make sure the worst of them are
tried for their alleged crimes, the
president said.

Bush got angry over a question
about whether embattled Attorney
General Alberto Gonzales should
be held accountable. Members of
Congress from both parties have
called Gonzales’ credibility and
leadership of the Justice Depart-
ment into question after congres-
sional testimony on a number of
issues.

“Why would I hold somebody
accountable who’s done nothing
wrong?” the president said, then
turning the issue back on the
Democratic-led Congress.

“Matter of fact, I would hope
Congress would become more
prone to deliver pieces of legisla-
tion that matter rather than being
the investigative body,” he added.

The August news conference
has become a tradition for Bush, a
move designed to clear the decks
and have the last word before
heading away from Washington
for vacation and travel.

Bush speaks against
raising gasoline tax

“The way it seems to have worked is
that each member on that (transportation)
committee gets to set his or her own
priorities first. That’s not the right way to
prioritize the people’s money. Before we
raise taxes, which could affect economic
growth, I would strongly urge the Congress
to examine how they set priorities.”

President Bush
Speaking against tax proposal

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 14
so-called “high-value”
detainees who were transferred
from secret CIA prison to Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, last year
have all been declared enemy
combatants and are subject to
trial, the Pentagon announced
today.

The detainees, including sus-
pected planners of the Sept. 11
attacks, the USS Cole bombing
and the 1998 bombings of U.S.
embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia, will now be thrust into a
military trial system mired in
legal challenges and hampered
by lengthy delays.

Deputy Defense Secretary
Gordon England has approved
the “enemy combatant” desig-
nation for all 14, after reviewing
recommendations from their
Combatant Status Review Tri-
bunals, which took place over
the last six months. Pentagon
spokesman Bryan Whitman
would not say today when Eng-
land made the decisions, but
indicated that they were done
over a period of time.

England’s ruling now allows
the 14 to be held indefinitely at
the detention center and put on
trial for war crimes.

But the trial system itself
remains under challenge and it
has been called into question by

recent court rulings, including a
decision by one military judge
to throw out a case against a
Guantanamo detainee over the
wording of the “enemy combat-
ant” designation.

That judge, Army Col. Peter
Brownback, said he had no
choice but to throw out the case
against terror suspect Omar
Khadr because he had been clas-
sified as an “enemy combatant”
by a military panel years earlier
– and not as an “alien unlawful
enemy combatant.”

He said the Military Commis-
sions Act, signed by Bush last
year, says only those classified
as “unlawful” enemy combat-
ants can face war trials here.

Terror suspects at Guantanamo
Bay declared enemy combatants

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A general dropped all
charges today against a Marine who had been
accused of killing three Iraqi brothers in response to
a roadside bomb attack in Haditha in 2005.

“The evidence does not support a referral to a
court-martial,” Lt. Gen. James Mattis wrote in his
written decision.

Lance Cpl. Justin L. Sharratt, 22, had been
charged with the murder in the deaths of three of
those killed after the bomb attack Nov. 19, 2005.

The decision to drop the charges followed an ear-
lier recommendation from a hearing officer who lis-

tened to evidence in the case. Under military law, a
commanding general has total jurisdiction over a
case.

In his recommendation, Lt. Col. Paul Ware said
murder charges brought against Sharratt were based
on unreliable witness accounts, poor forensic evi-
dence and questionable legal theories.

“The government version is unsupported by inde-
pendent evidence,” Ware wrote in an 18-page
report. “To believe the government version of facts
is to disregard clear and convincing evidence to the
contrary.”

General tosses all charges against Marine
in deaths of three brothers after bombing
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