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acetawayo@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Bowling Green native Mar-
shall Carter, a meter reader for
Atmos Energy, used to think you
couldn’t stand up on a Segway,
the automated scooter reminis-
cent of a pogo stick with tires. 

But that was until Atmos began
using Segways as transportation
for meter readers in the Bowling
Green area last winter . 

“It’s amazing how it balances
itself,” Carter said. 

Meter readers average about
9,000 read-
ings a
m o n t h
throughout
the area
while serv-
ing more
than 20,000
customers
according
to Bowling
Green oper-
ational supervisor Anthony
Stallins. 

But the 28-year-old Carter and
other meter readers won’t be as
tired at the end of the day
– thanks to the Segway, which
Stallins said is saving employees
time and customers money.

Now, a route that would nor-
mally take Carter eight hours to
complete takes only six. 

“On meter routes, we noticed a
25 percent average reduction in
reading time for our meter read-
ers,” Stallins said. 

Portland, Tenn., native Derrick
Jones, 23, works as a service
technician for Atmos Energy and
said Segways have the processing
power of three personal comput-
ers – they house balancing soft-
ware that allows meter readers to
maneuver back and forth on the
Segway with ease. 

Atmos Energy began using
Segways in Middle Tennessee in
2004. 

Stallins, a 28-year-old Atmos
employee, called the Segway a
tool that makes sense for the
company.

“One of the reasons why we

looked at this was the age of our
work force,” Stallins said. “When
we started looking at this pilot,
the age of our work force in Ken-
tucky ... was 48 years old.”

Using the Segway is also
relieving physical stress on older
workers and has cut down on the
reported number of sprained
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Atmos Energy’s Marshall Carter reads a gas meter from atop a company Segway scooter Tuesday at a
home on Oliver Street. Atmos officials say they’re increasing efficiency and cutting customer costs thanks
to new technology, such as the Segways and PDAs its meter readers use. 

Fallen BG soldier remembered
Family, friends honor memory
of Staff Sgt. Santiago Halsel
By AMEERAH CETAWAYO
The Daily News
acetawayo@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

“We’ll never forget him ... 
His smile, 
His heart, 
His strength.” 

Roland Bland Park was a sea of blue
shirts that bore the above saying and face
of the late
Army Staff
Sgt. Santia-
go Halsel, a
B o w l i n g
Green man
who was 32
years old
when he was
killed in
Baghdad by
an impro-
vised explo-
sive device May 16, 2006. 

Halsel’s family, friends, church mem-
bers and Fort Campbell soldiers gathered
in his honor Wednesday to eat, tell sto-
ries, laugh and cry about the man they
knew, who the Army said was assigned to

C Company 2nd Battalion, 502nd
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team at the time of his death. 

His wife, Susan Halsel, had last spo-

ken to her late husband on Mother’s Day,
two days before his death. She said Sgt.
Halsel was passing out candy and pencils

“As Americans
we just need to
remember that
a great sacrifice
is being made
every day.”

Shurrea Donley
Sister of fallen soldier Joe Imel/Daily News

Brianna Sutton (from left), 10, Kiki Britt, 12, and Lashae Halsel, 10, look at pictures
and articles about Lashae’s late father, Staff Sgt. Santiago Halsel, on Wednesday
during a memorial for him at Roland Bland Park.
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In three separate courts, fight continues
over new power line near Cumberland Trace
By JIM GAINES
The Daily News
jgaines@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

No final decisions have come on a variety of lawsuits
regarding the Tennessee Valley Authority’s plans to build a
new major power line into Bowling Green, but work has
begun along the expected path of that line.

Workers for TVA are
already axing trees near Cum-
berland Trace and Old
Scottsville Road, disturbing
adjacent property owners,
including Steve Kline.

“It’s pretty much changed
the landscape of the area,” he
said. “They’ve probably
ripped down 1,000 to 1,500
trees a day. It’s pretty amazing.

“They are taking some right
of way, and they’re also saying
they’re going to cut some
other trees that aren’t on the
right of way that are in my
yard.”

Kline, who is not a participant in any of the lawsuits
involving the power line, said he’s called an arborist to come
out today and appraise the value of his endangered trees, and
will have his land surveyed to make sure his property lines
and TVA’s eventual easement match up.

Meanwhile, he’s watching century-old trees fall in a few
minutes, changing the whole look of Old Scottsville Road, he
said.

“You kind of feel helpless, because there’s nothing you can
do about it,” Kline said. “Old Scottsville Road’s probably one
of the prettiest roads in Bowling Green.”

Whatever the eventual outcome of lawsuits against the
line, it’s not only too late for his trees, but Kline now sees
towering poles going up 20 feet from his land – taller and
made to bear more wires, he said, than TVA originally
claimed.

Nearby homeowners who filed suit against the project
haven’t succeeded in stopping it, Kline said.

“All they really accomplished was getting the power lines
moved over from Cumberland Trace over to my house,” he
said.

County’s high-schoolers
preparing for graduation
By NATALIE JORDAN
The Daily News
njordan@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Laughter, conversations and cam-
era flashes filled Warren Central High
School’s gym this morning as stu-
dents prepared for their graduation
practice.

“It hasn’t hit me yet,” said
Jamie Lokey, 17. “It’s one of
those things I’m excited
about, but know I’m going
to miss.

“But I’m ready for some-
thing new.”

“Ready for something
new” seems to be the general theme as
968 students and millions in scholar-
ship money between the two school
districts mark the graduating class of
2007.

“I’m excited,” said Jessica Butts, 18.
“I’m ready to get out and start college.”

Warren Central High School on
Saturday will graduate 249 seniors
who’ve accrued more than $2.8 mil-
lion in scholarship money, which
includes the Kentucky Educational
Excellence Scholarship funds.

All three county graduations will
be at E.A. Diddle Arena.

“These are a great bunch of kids,”
said Regina Sullivan, the senior class
counselor at Warren Central. “This is
a wonderful class. I’ve been with
them for three years, and I’m going to

miss them.”
This year’s graduating

class has some accolades
under its belt to be proud of,
such as high GPAs, many
awards for leadership, col-
lege acceptance and perfect
attendance. 

“I didn’t want to miss
school. I enjoy school,” Lokey said. “I
don’t find a point in missing it.”

Lokey will graduate with perfect
attendance. She hasn’t missed a day of
school since the seventh grade. But
she isn’t the only one.

Jessica Coleman will also graduate
with perfect attendance from Warren
East High School. The graduating
senior has never missed a day in her
four years. She will also graduate with
a perfect 4.0 GPA.

Lawsuits
continue
while TVA
fells trees

“It’s pretty
much changed
the landscape of
the area. They’ve
probably ripped
down 1,000 to
1,500 trees a
day. It’s pretty
amazing.”

Steve Kline
Area resident
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