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Costs high, but Kentucky
putting effort into compliance;
other states not sure of plans
By BURTON SPEAKMAN
The Daily News
bspeakman@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Kentucky is moving forward with
plans to create a more secure identifica-
tion system by the end of 2009, while

other states balk at the costs.
But many details about the planned

system of driver’s licenses are still up in
the air, according to Steve Coffey, admin-
istrator of the Department of Vehicle
Regulations, which is part of the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet.

Real ID requires a digital photograph,
technology that allows all states to scan
driver’s licenses for information about
the person, and security features to be

added to a driver’s license along with the
typical identification information such as
name, date of birth and address.

It sets a standard for the information
that must be provided by residents or
nonresident aliens to receive a driver’s
license, according to federal legislation.
All states’ databases of driver’s license
information will be required to be inter-
connected, so if the license is scanned,
the information could be retrieved by

other states.
Driver’s licenses have become the pri-

mary identification document in the Unit-
ed States, legitimizing individuals and
enabling them to qualify for even more
official identity documents, said U.S.
Rep. Ron Lewis, R-Cecelia.

“Lax standards and loopholes in the
issuance processes allowed September
11th terrorists to obtain driver’s licenses
– often multiple licenses from different

states – that were exploited to complete
their destructive agenda,” he said. “To
leave these loopholes open any longer is
the height of irresponsibility in govern-
ment.” 

Congress is expecting to pass changes
to the Real ID provisions later in the sum-
mer that will make the Real ID Act better
for states, said Department of Vehicle
Regulations Commissioner Roy Mundy.

Commissioners say 
homeowners need to be
more informed on systems
By AMEERAH CETAWAYO
The Daily News
acetawayo@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Those on the City-County Plan-
ning Commission joked Thursday
night that they aren’t trying to raise a
stink about septic tanks in Warren
County, but said homeowners in
rural areas need more education
about them. 

In a special discussion about sep-
tic tank maintenance, led by plan-
ning commissioner and developer
Larkin Ritter, several ideas were
tossed around about what can be
done to ensure that people take bet-
ter care of their septic tank systems.

There is no official demographic
data on septic tank usage in the

county, but long range planner
Jonathan Britt estimates it’s proba-
bly around 65 percent to 70 percent. 

“Ninety-five percent of (those)
people don’t realize there is a main-
tenance system to a septic tank,” Rit-
ter said, a problem that can result in
smelly, flooded yards and contami-
nated groundwater. 

Sometimes, it’s as simple as
knowing where your septic tank is,
how it can be accessed, and how
often it should be pumped – some-
thing that depends on the number of
users and the size of the tank,
according to Ritter. 

In a letter to the planning com-
mission, Ritter outlined several ways
the commission could inform people
about such maintenance. 

“I think that the water quality
deserves it, especially where we are
trying to take our greenways along

Development there expected to continue
By AMEERAH CETAWAYO
The Daily News
acetawayo@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

The interstate areas of northern Warren County are
seeing more commercial growth as industrial and resi-
dential areas blossom, according to local developers.

“A lot of it has to do with the availability of sewer and
traffic – the average daily trips that those roads handle,”
said Jonathan Britt, long-range planner for the City-
County Planning Commission of Warren County.

A high traffic count makes an emerging commercial
area easy to market because of the guaranteed customers
and the people who will pass by who need certain ser-
vices, Britt said, adding that it is not uncommon for
areas near the interstate to be mostly commercial.

“It’s the right opportunity to get whatever purchases I
need to do without adding additional trips,” Britt said. 

One of the most visible examples of Louisville
Road’s growth can be seen at Riverbend Place Com-
mercial Subdivision, which Britt said had its final
approved plans reviewed by the planning commission in
April 2004.  

Construction for River Place Avenue, the subdivi-
sion’s connector road between Louisville Road and
Porter Pike, began in May 2005.

In April, the planning commission recommended

Problem not part of U.S. trend, they say
By DOUG WATERS
The Daily News
dwaters@bgdailynews.com/783-3276

Local beekeepers are reluctant to stick this season’s
hive losses to a national trend of disappearing honey
bees. 

Some believe the weather is to blame for their losses,
while others lament mites that infest hives.

Roger Stiles, president of the Warren County
Beekepers Association, said more bees have been
reported missing than usual, but unlike the national
problem, which remains tough to diagnose, he thinks
most local losses are symptomatic of a warm winter that
had bees buzzing around to feed their young, prema-
turely exhausting food storage.

Commercial migratory beekeepers, conversely, move
thousands of hives across the country, exposing them to
a host of potential maladies.

“They stress those bees more and they’re more sus-
ceptible to diseases,” Stiles said.

Many critical of ID program plan

Photos by Joe Imel/Daily News
Members of the Bowling Green Police Department’s Explosive Recognition and Investigative Team train to cap a simulated chlorine leak
Thursday in a warehouse off Tobacco Road. Team members attend a 40-hour class that will certify them as hazardous materials technicians.

COMING UP
Pitchers’ duel ends up
in Greenwood’s favor
Lady Gators get a shutout over Christian
County in the first round of the state tourney.
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Planners grapple with septic solutions
“Ninety-five percent of (those) people don’t realize
there is a maintenance system to a septic tank.”

Larkin Ritter
Planning commissioner, developer
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