
Comparatively, Kentucky bee-
keepers tend to maintain fewer
hives – the state has about 5,000
colonies, according to the Ken-
tucky Agricultural Statistics and
Annual Report for 2005-06.

The national trend is called
“colony collapse disorder,” said
Phillip Craft, state apiarist with the
Kentucky Department of Agricul-
ture. 

“They’ll be in Florida one week
and a week later they’ll be in
Maine,” he said of commercial
beekeepers. “When this (phenome-
non) hit last fall, that’s who it hit. It
didn’t hit small beekeepers.”

In a March newsletter to Ken-
tucky beekeepers, Craft explained
that it’s labeled a disorder rather
than a disease because no disease-
causing agent or pest has been
linked to the discovery of seeming-
ly healthy hives that abruptly
become devoid of bees.

A sampling of beekeepers –
owning 200 to 3,000 hives –

reported colony losses between 30
to 90 percent. Albeit unsettling,
Craft wrote that “media accounts
are hardly the whole story.”

In Kentucky, many beekeepers
went into fall with weakened hives,
lacking honey, due to one of the
worst “nectar flows” in state histo-
ry, according to Craft. This, cou-
pled with a mild winter, followed
by several cold spells, has signifi-
cantly impacted local hives. 

Most Kentucky beekeepers did-
n’t make extra honey last year
because bees tend to fly during
warm winters, eating more food
storage to raise their young. When
it’s cold they don’t try to raise
young bees. Thus, winter tempera-
tures in the thirties are better for
bees than temperatures in the
fifties, he said.

Acold spell in March killed a lot
of fruit blossoms, but they seem to
be blooming again. More rain is
needed, though, to maintain the
bees’ food supply, he said.

“Beekeepers are like the rest of
the farmers – we’re looking for
rain,” Craft said.

Emo Meredith, an Edmonson
County beekeeper who said he’s
lost 14 of his 41 hives, doesn’t
believe the problem is weather
related because his bees have plen-
ty of food.

“If you’ve got hives that are
really thriving and doing good, and
they aren’t there tomorrow –
what’s happening?” Meredith
asked.

His bees just disappear, he said,
leaving no bodies to analyze for
evidence, and the combs appear to
be clean of pests. The volume of
losses is unprecedented to Mered-
ith, 85, whose father was also a
beekeeper.

“I’ve fooled with honeybees all
my life,” he said. “It gets to you.
What’s going to happen if they all
die?”

Randolph Richards, a member
of the Allen County Beekeepers
Association, said beekeepers in his
area haven’t seen drastic losses,
“although I went into the winter
with 10 living hives and came out
with five.”

Winter losses have been com-

mon since Varroa mites began
attacking bees in the late 1980s,
resulting in whole hives dying after
infestations. Richards said he lost
all his bees for two to three years
during that span. 

To control pests, keepers are
treating bees with soft chemicals
and using new techniques, like
screening the bottom boards of
hives.

“This allows the mites to fall
through the screen, so they die
before they can hitch a ride on a
bee coming back to the hive,” he
said. 

The latest batch of missing bees
could be connected to a cycle, but
most experts agree it’s a complicat-
ed problem with no single answer,
Richards said.

Craft said mites were attributed
at the time to a similar national dis-
appearance that occurred two years
ago, although it was never fully
diagnosed.

Bee experts are studying stress
from moving hives and exposure to
pesticides as culprits, as migratory
hives often rest in large fields, con-
taining hundreds of acres heavily
sprayed with pesticides, he said.

Divisions over stalled
legislation reflect public’s
misgivings, putting its
passage in question

By CHARLES BABINGTON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate
divisions that derailed a White
House-backed immigration bill –
for now, at least – mirror the U.S.
society’s deep differences over the
issue, according to polling data,
lawmakers and analysts. Those
gaps will challenge any effort to
get the measure back on track.

While most Senate Democrats
appeared to back the bill, several
liberal members said it did too lit-
tle to keep immigrant families
together and protect jobs for U.S.-
born workers.

The split in the Republican
Party was more obvious. The issue
pitted social conservatives, who
insisted that illegal immigrants not
be granted “amnesty” for entering
the country unlawfully, against
business groups hungry for willing
workers in hotels, restaurants, con-
struction sites and other compara-
tively low-wage, low-skilled
workplaces.

A bipartisan group of senators

tried for weeks to bridge the
chasms, but fell glaringly short
Thursday night. Needing 60 votes
to end debate and schedule a final
vote on the bill itself, they won
only 45. Senate leaders set aside
the legislation until further notice.

House leaders, meanwhile, said
they will not tackle immigration
legislation until a Senate bill is
completed.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., said he hoped to
pass the measure eventually, but he

devoted much of his post-vote
comments Thursday night to
accusing President Bush of doing
too little to obtain Republican sup-
port. “This the president’s bill,”
Reid told a hushed chamber.
“Where are the president’s people

helping us with these votes?”
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,

defended the administration. “The
White House has worked like a
dog,” he told reporters. Indeed,
Commerce Secretary Carlos
Gutierrez and Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff lob-
bied senators inside the Capitol
right up until Thursday’s show-
down vote.

The White House argued the
setback was not fatal for Bush’s
top domestic priority and urged
Reid to allow the bill to continue to
be debated and eventually receive
a vote. Administration officials
monitored the developments from
Germany where the president was
attending the annual summit of
world leaders.

“He obviously is disappointed
by the setback,” White House
counselor Dan Bartlett said of
Bush. “But based on the latest
information we have, there still is a
good chance this bill could go for-
ward.”

Bartlett said the president did
not call any lawmakers from Ger-
many to lobby for the measure.

Whether Bush can revive the
legislation may depend largely on
whether he can soften some of the
differences between key compo-
nents of his party’s base, including

the corporate community and
social conservatives.

They clashed on matters such as
the immigration bill’s proposal for
a new temporary worker program.
Businesses that crave immigrant
workers were furious when sena-
tors in May set the limit for incom-
ing temporary workers at 200,000 a
year instead of the original plan for
400,000. They were even more dis-
mayed when the Senate narrowly
voted to end the program altogeth-
er after five years.

But slapping tighter limits on
immigration is a priority for many
conservatives. When it came to the
temporary worker program, their
interests overlapped with those of
pro-labor groups concerned about
a flood of low-wage workers.

Top U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce lobbyist R. Bruce Josten
told The Associated Press this
week that the immigration issue is
“divisive in the Republican base,
it’s divisive in the Democratic
base, it’s divisive in the business
community. It splits organized
labor, it splits the immigration
community.”

Republican senators who
backed the immigration bill felt
particularly exposed to fierce
attacks from conservative activists
in their home states.
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 cheer   cheer   cheer   cheer   cheer
 Warren Central High School Cheerleaders,

 Americheer International Champions,
 will host a

 Lil’ Dragon Cheerleader Camp  at
 Warren Central’s Dragon Gym

 on June 18-21 from 8am to 12pm.
 Drop-off begins at 7:30am.

 Ages K through 8 • Cost: $50

 Lunch provided daily. Participants will receive a T-shirt and have the 
 opportunity to perform at a Warren 

 Central Dragon Football game! 

 Call  791-5995  for additional details.

Susan Walsh/AP
Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., (second from left) speaks about immigration reform Thursday during a news
conference on Capitol Hill in Washington. From left are  Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Fla., obscured, Specter,
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky.   

Senate dunks immigration bill

acceptance of the street to the
city, and overall, Britt said the
new road was a part of good plan-
ning for the community. 

“When people come and dis-
cuss large commercial activities,
the planning commission not
only looks at all the possibilities
of how the area may be devel-
oped, but how the new develop-
ment will affect the whole neigh-
borhood,” Britt said. 

The planning commission tries
to anticipate future phases of
development by supplementing it
with new roads, Britt said. 

Jody Allen and Chris Blevins,
the developers behind the River-
bend Shopping Center, say more
growth is on the way, and a new
restaurant chain should be in the
area before the end of the year. 

The shopping center already
includes New Century Buffet,
which recently applied for a
liquor license, Puerto Vallarta
Mexican restaurant, Fit in Min-
utes, a workout facility, Som’
Beach Tanning and other ameni-
ties. 

Allen said the area used to be a
trailer park, but as someone who
graduated from Warren East High
School and grew up in the area,
he and Blevins knew that there
was lots of commercial potential
if someone could create the
avenue for it. 

“There were a lot of small
businesses that could be on this
side of town if there were some
place to be,” Allen said. 

Kyo Dong, an employee at
New Century Buffet, said the all-
you-can-eat restaurant opened
early this year and offers Ameri-
can, Chinese, Japanese and Ital-
ian cuisine. 

Ruedeen Shartzer, a friend of
the owners, Lan Huang and Guo
Ju Huang, said they always felt
that Louisville Road was ready
for new restaurants and when the
opportunity came, they seized it. 

“It’s an excellent location for
the factories in the Louisville
Road area to get food and carry
out,” Shartzer said. 

Fit in Minutes, an all-female
workout facility in the shopping
center, opened in January last
year and is a family-owned oper-

ation by Lynn Hulsey, said her
daughter, Lindsey. The facility,
which boasts more than 100
members, is set up so that women
can work out in 30 minutes and
get the cardiovascular exercise
they need. 

Allen said for whatever reason,
commercial Realtors ignored the
area for years and instead devoted
most of their attention to the
Campbell Lane, Nashville Road
and Scottsville Road areas. 

But Allen said the housing
market is now dictating the need
for commercial areas near
Louisville Road. 

Allen is also the developer
behind North Ridge Subdivision
on Moorman Lane, which
includes 750 planned lots, he
said. The development, which
began three years ago, is in its
fourth phase with 113 lots now
available. 

“They’re selling pretty well,”
Allen said. 

Allen points to other residen-
tial developments in the area
within two miles of River Place
Avenue as further examples of
the need for more commercial
growth, with 150 lots in the
Meadowview Subdivision, about
150 lots in the McKinney Farms
Subdivision and about 200 lots
with the Riverbend Subdivisions
– all adding to the residential mix
of the area. 

Developer Tim Poston is
behind development on Dahlia
Way, on the other side of
Louisville Road from the River
Bend Shopping Center, where a
Subway, Pepper’s and retailer
Bluegrass Uniforms is housed.
Poston is also behind McKinney
Farms and River Bend subdivi-
sions in the area, according to
Allen. 

Jennifer Colson, one of the
owners of Bluegrass Uniforms,
said she’s excited to see more
development in the area. Colson,
a Bowling Green native, said
their two-year-old business caters
to the industrial and those in
police/fire/emergency fields with
a one-stop shop of items, ranging
from uniforms to everyday sup-
plies. 
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the streams and provide fishing
and boating opportunities,” Ritter
wrote.

With the cooperation of the
health department, the planning
commission could establish rec-
ommended standards for the
maintenance of septic tanks, Rit-
ter said. 

Ritter said it was worth consid-
ering both organizations could
develop record-keeping forms to
give developers who would then
give them to homeowners associ-
ations that would monitor and
record septic tank maintenance. 

Planning commissioners also
discussed having the county’s
Office of Stormwater Manage-
ment weigh in on the new stan-
dards of septic tank usage and
maintenance, since the goal and
intent of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency is to protect
water quality. 

Chairwoman Velma Runner
said many people aren’t even
aware when their septic tank isn’t
working anymore if they don’t
see water going to the surface,
leaving the potential for contami-
nated water to leak into ground-
water. 

Planning commissioner Bill
Hotaling said it might be helpful
if companies that pump septic
tanks could place some type of

special sticker on a tank recom-
mending a maintenance date for
homeowners.

“Like an oil change,” Hotaling
said. 

Planning commission director
Steve Hunter said the goal is not
to have the commission become
the septic tank police, but if nec-
essary, it should have code
enforcement for those who let
maintenance lapse. 

The cost to pump a septic tank,
estimated at $200 to $300, is
inexpensive when amortized over
a five to seven year period and is
much more inexpensive than
sewer bills, according to Ritter. 

Adopting new standards for
septic tank maintenance should
be something voluntary by exist-
ing subdivisions but may be
something put in the binding ele-
ments of future subdivisions that
seek approval from the planning
commission, according to Hunter. 

Planning commissioner Ben-
nie Jones said letters could be
sent to existing subdivision asso-
ciations to remind residents of the
importance of having their septic
tanks checked. 

“I think we need to have some
type of standard, but we don’t
need to police it,” planning com-
missioner Linda Dickerson said. 
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Mundy also serves on the steer-
ing committee for Real ID with
the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators.

“We’ve shared some concerns
with DHS (Department of Home-
land Security) about timeline,
costs and some logistics,” Mundy
said. 

Initially, DHS was pretty
inflexible, but is now working
with states to develop solutions
that work for both, he said. There
is, however, no certainty the rules
will be altered by Congress. 

The requirement to offer the
Real ID is considered an unfund-
ed mandate by all states, Mundy
said. DHS has said that states
don’t have to use Real ID, but
have added that residents without
them can’t fly or go into federal
buildings without a passport.

“We’ve told them that because
of that, in reality it is an unfunded
mandate and the federal govern-
ment should step up and provide
funding,” he said. 

The entire funding for Real ID
should not be left on the back of
each state or individuals, Mundy
said. 

Some in Congress are recom-
mending $100 million to $300
million in funding, but that won’t
be enough, he said. 

Hopefully, the federal govern-

ment will make it so states can
use federal systems to communi-
cate, reducing the costs for each
state, Mundy said.

The hope is that states end up
with a phased-in system that
focuses on what can be done rea-
sonably, Coffey said. The initial
May 2008 timeframe is aggres-
sive for states to meet all the
requirements. DHS has recom-
mended the initial deadline be
extended to Dec. 31, 2009.

“The costs would be astronom-
ical under the May date because
of the timeline,” he said. 

The motor vehicle administra-
tors, along with other agencies,
issued a study in September that
placed the nationwide cost of
Real ID to states at more than $11
billion over five years.  

With the difficulty of getting
funding from the state legislatures
and implementing the require-
ments, the May 2008 date just
wasn’t possible, Coffey said. 

Kentucky has seen a list of
changes proposed by DHS and
the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators to
Congress for the expected vote in
the summer, Mundy said. The
state has also sent in its own rec-
ommendations. Those changes
include the later 2009 date for
requirements to be met, a phased-

in process and funding for states
to help them meet the require-
ments.

Kentucky did receive a $3 mil-
lion grant to study part of the Real
ID system, but it doesn’t cover
much of the total cost, said War-
ren County Circuit Court Clerk
Pat Goad. 

“This is truly an unfunded fed-
eral mandate,” she said.

The grant is being used by
Kentucky to analyze birth certifi-
cate security and the information
contained on the certificates,
Mundy said. 

The other state that received a
$3 million grant, New Hamp-
shire, has rejected the overall cost
of the transition to a Real ID and
hasn’t done anything with its
money, Mundy said. 

In addition to New Hampshire,
Oklahoma, Montana and Wash-
ington have rejected the act’s pro-
visions, according to stateline.org.
The Idaho legislature did not pro-
vide funding to comply with the
act and Georgia passed a law
allowing the governor to ignore
the act.

There are representatives look-
ing to have the act repealed this
summer, according to
stateline.org.

If the Real ID act is not
repealed, individuals living with-

in states that are not Real ID com-
pliant would have to have a pass-
port to get into a federal court-
house or board a plane, Coffey
said. 

One of the key components is
that no one knows what will hap-
pen when Congress looks at the
bill again, Mundy said. 

The final plan has not been
determined for how the new IDs
will be distributed, said Mark
Brown, a spokesman for the state
Transportation Cabinet.

Circuit clerks throughout the
state have received some infor-
mation about how plans for the
new identification would be done,
Goad said.

“This will hit everyone at
once,” she said. “Everyone will
have to come the same year to get
new identification.” 

The system is also supposed to
be done regionally, which would
mean people from surrounding
counties would have to come to
Bowling Green to get their new
identification, Goad said. 

— For more information about
the current status of Real ID, go
to the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators
Web site at
www.aamva.org/KnowledgeCen-
ter/Driver/SecurityFraud/idsecu-
rity_realIDact.htm.
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ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) —
A patient whose double lung
transplant operation was stopped
after a plane carrying donor
organs crashed into Lake Michi-
gan has received a second set of
lungs, doctors announced today.

The 50-year-old Michigan
man, whose name wasn’t released
at his family’s request, was in crit-

ical condition at a University of
Michigan Health System hospital
after the more than seven-hour
surgery ended early Thursday, the
health system said.

“We are relieved that we were
able to do this transplant and give
this man another chance for life,”
Dr. Jeffrey Punch, director of the
Division of Transplantation at

University of Michigan, said in a
statement.

“Our friends that died in the
crash would have wanted us to go
on with our work.”

The patient already was
prepped for surgery, with his
chest cut open and his lungs
exposed to the air in the operating
room, when the plane crashed,

killing six members of a Survival
Flight team.

Officials learned late Tuesday
that another set of donor organs
was available.

“If he had not received a trans-
plant in a timely fashion he would
have died,” said Dr. Andrew C.
Chang, one of two doctors who
led the surgical team.

Patient awaiting organs aboard crashed plane gets lung transplant


