
doors, but not without someone
spray painting the words “Deport
Illegal Mexicans” on the building. 

For Realtor Carlos Mendoza,
who is also president of the local
chapter of Habitat of Humanity,
such graffiti reflects a small-mind-
ed mentality that the community
must overcome. 

“It’s not everybody,” Mendoza
said. “But there are just a few peo-
ple ...”

Bowling Green Mayor Elaine
Walker said the situation is a
microcosm of what’s going on
nationwide. 

“The news seems to be filled
with reports stressing the negative
impact of illegal immigration on
our country, and talk linking illegal
immigrants to terrorist activities ...
many people appear to be on edge
about the issue,” Walker said. “The
unfortunate part about this situa-
tion is that it can cause citizens to
overreact, ending in ugly acts like
this vandalism. Our Hispanic and
Latino populations are growing in
much the same way other ethnic
populations are growing in our
city. Not all immigrants are undoc-
umented, and it is unfair to treat all
immigrants as if they are.”

U.S. Census Bureau estimates

released in August show a 42.3
percent increase in Warren Coun-
ty’s Hispanic population. The
number of Hispanics increased
from 2,466 in 2000 to 3,510 in
2006 (about 3.4 percent of the
county’s population), according to
the Kentucky State Data Center.

There are more than 44 million
Hispanic people nationwide, mak-
ing them the largest ethnic minori-
ty group in the U.S., according to
statistics released last January. 

Mendoza said there are still a lot
of good people in the world, but
what happened a month ago to a
Habitat house on Fair Street also
troubles him. 

Expletives against Bosnians,
accompanied with swastikas, were
spraypainted on a house on Fair
Street, Mendoza said, deeply
upsetting the family who lived
there. 

“They were very upset and were
even considering even packing up
and moving,” Mendoza said,
adding that the family has since
gotten the vinyl siding replaced.
“I’m hoping they’re okay.”

Pruitt said that such graffiti can
be designated as hate crimes. 

“We can categorize those as
hate crimes that are reported to the

Federal Bureau of Investigations
because they are targeted towards
a particular race, ethnicity or
national origin, religion, or sexual
preference,” Pruitt said. 

Linda McCray, executive direc-
tor of the Bowling Green Human
Rights Commission, says it was
less than a year ago that a Hispan-
ic family in Warren County had a
cross burned in their yard. Since
then, she’s seen more graffiti, card-
board signs and flags donning
racist messages.

“It seems to be increasing over
the last year,” McCray said. “It’s a
sad testament to a community that
really does welcome people from
all backgrounds, and we have
proven that over the past 10 to 15
years. But there’re always people
who are afraid to change, and
(afraid of) anyone that is different
or acts different from what they
do.”

Carola Strolger, a loan officer
assistant for First Choice Funding
and owner of Su Assistante (”Your
Assistant” in Spanish), a business
that helps local Hispanics with lan-
guage translation and notary ser-
vices, feels hurt by the words
spraypainted on Clay Street.

“I too am affected by these

words, although I am also not
Mexican,” Strolger said. “But I am
Latino. I am from Chile, and I
moved to Bowling Green two
years ago.”

What’s equally troubling, she
said, is that Bowling Green has
such a small Mexican population
compared to its Latino population.
Both cultures are Hispanic and uti-
lize the Spanish language, but are
otherwise quite different. 

“Our lifestyles are completely
different, our food is completely
different, our language is com-
pletely different,” she said.

Western Kentucky University
professor David Keeling, a geog-
rapher specializing in Latin Amer-
ican development, says that such
graffiti is a reflection that there are
always those in a community who
resent “others,” especially when
those others are seen as different or
threatening in some way. 

“There remains within some
segments of American society a
deep-rooted ignorance about other
peoples and places that frequently
manifests itself in racism, sexism
and simple intolerance,” he said.
“Many Americans have a strong
view about illegal immigration
and Bowling Green is no differ-
ent.

“The community has wel-
comed thousands of migrants
– many legal, but some illegal –
over the past decade, and there are
those in the community who feel
threatened by change, especially
cultural change. Educating people
in the community about the condi-
tions that drive illegal immigra-
tion, and helping them overcome a
broad level of ignorance about the
world around them, will help
improve relationships and build
tolerance in the community.” 

One local organization is taking
the opportunity to improve rela-
tionships and educate the commu-
nity through a monthly networking
meeting. 

The Young Professionals of
Bowling Green will host its
monthly networking meeting  at
6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Salsa
Room at Pepper’s Restaurant on
Campbell Lane, in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month. The group
will also host a Hispanic culture
and Spanish language lesson.

Meanwhile, Bowling Green’s
annual nod to a diverse population,
the International Festival, returns
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. September
29 in Fountain Square.

— For information on the
Young Professionals event, visit
www.ypbg.org. For more on the
International Festival, visit
www.bginternationalfest.com.
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Warren County Judge-Execu-
tive Mike Buchanon will select
many members of the task force,
and they’re looking for volun-
teers who are committed to the
community, from diverse back-
grounds and/or have some plan-
ning experience, she said. Former
planning commissioners Rick
DuBose and Craig Dowell have
already agreed to participate,
Walker said.

The current comprehensive
plan was written in 1990, adopted
in 1991 and has been amended 11
times since, according to the plan-
ning commission’s recent presen-
tation on the need for a new plan.

That plan, however, is based
on data stretching as far back as
the 1980 Census, Hunter said,
which doesn’t make for the most
accurate guide to development
conditions in 2007.

The comprehensive plan is one
of three documents planners use
to oversee development. The
other two are the zoning ordi-
nance and subdivision regula-
tions, according to the planning
presentation.

“In 2001, the planning com-
mission (and all the governmental
jurisdictions within) adopted a
new zoning ordinance,” it says.
“In 2002, the planning commis-
sion adopted new subdivision
regulations. Now it is time to cre-
ate a new comprehensive plan.”

The new plan will serve as a
20- to 30-year blueprint for
development, fixing Bowling
Green as the “economic, cultural
and social hub” for a region of
250,000 people, the presentation
says.

A 37-line list of possible items
in the plan includes redevelop-
ment of U.S. 31-W By-Pass, relo-
cating the Bowling Green-War-
ren County Regional Airport, var-
ious transportation issues,
tourism, conservation and his-
toric preservation standards.

Three public meetings on

growth issues were held in late
2006 and early 2007, drawing
several hundred people. Those
meetings were designed in part to
set the stage and agenda for work
on the new comprehensive plan.
Concerns about the environment,
preserving farmland and historic
sites, questions of social justice
and diversity, keeping growth
compact and dealing with trans-
portation problems were among
the major issues raised.

“Particularly as the city contin-
ues its annexations, we want to
make sure development is
planned,” Walker said.
Unplanned development leads to
urban sprawl, with development
driving the spread of civic infra-
structure rather than the other
way around, she said. Scattered
development is much more
expensive to serve with roads and
utilities, while making it hard to
preserve green space, protect
agricultural land and keep trans-
portation problems under control,
Walker said.

All of those issues must be
addressed in a new plan, she said.
Local leaders want to ensure con-
tinued growth, but keep it from
harming the quality of life.

“That’s the one thing we sell
the most, whether it’s for eco-
nomic development or getting
people to move here,” she said.

The new plan is expected to
cost $250,000 to $300,000.
Bowling Green has contributed
$200,000; anything above that
the planning commission will
pay, though it is supported largely
by city and county annual appro-
priations. City Manager Kevin
DeFebbo has said that although
it’s the largest entity in Warren
County – with half the popula-
tion, three-quarters of the govern-
mental budget, and more than 90
percent of all jobs – the City of
Bowling Green is committed to
partnership with the county and
other cities on planning issues.
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while the adult-oriented “One
Campus One Community One
Book” will begin in January with
Man Martin’s “Days of the End-
less Corvette.”

Also this year, a new event
called “Fall Into Books” will
bring children’s author Gail Car-
son Levine, who wrote “Ella
Enchanted,” to the area in
November to celebrate Children’s
Book Week, McIntyre said. As
part of the same program, Pamela

Walker, author of the Kung-Fu
Princess series, will visit Butler
County Middle School, while
Chris Rumble, who authored the
“Uncle Stinky” books, will visit
Simpson County schools.

Southern Kentucky Book Fest
partners are the Bowling Green
Public Library, Barnes & Noble
Booksellers and Western Ken-
tucky University libraries.

— For more information, visit
www.bgonebook.org.
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