
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
To schedule interviews and other media requests,  
Contact: Dr. Reverend Edward B. Smart, Pastor 
                (518) 463-8779 or (518) 465-9339 
 

LOCAL “CAPS FOR GOOD” WILL SHIP MORE THAN 700 HATS,  
SURPASSING GOALS BY 230% DUE TO EAGER COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Program helps overseas children, honors local breast cancer civic group  
and efforts of hundreds of Capital Region volunteers 

 

ALBANY, NY (February 20, 2011) – “First” Israel A.M.E.’s Brenda’s Club, in conjunction with Michael’s Craft 
Store, Save the Children and the Doe Foundation, fostered a diverse community of knitters and crocheters from 
religious, public and private sectors in the Capital Region for a children’s charitable cause, exceeding local 
fundraising goals. 
 
Caps for Good is a program of Save the Children, promoted locally through Michael's Craft Store. The program 
gathers handmade knitted and crocheted caps from local communities that are sent to developing countries to aid in 
the lowering of infant mortality rates.  
 
The Capital Region Caps for Good project began in November 2010 with a goal completing 214 by Valentine’s Day 
2011. The project met and exceeded that goal with a total of more than 700 hats!  On Feb. 23, the caps will be 
boxed and shipped to the Doe Foundation, the organization responsible for receiving the caps.  

 
TIME:   12 p.m. to 1 p.m.  
DATE:  Tuesday, February 23 
PLACE:  274 Washington Avenue, Albany 
VISUALS:  Shipping of more than 700 hats made locally by Albany-area residents that will go to the Caps 
for Good program of Save the Children. Attendees will include local community leaders, Saundra Griffin, 
founder of Brenda’s Club, a representative from Michaels’ Craft Store plus the knitters and crocheters who 
contributed to the program.  
 
ABOUT BRENDA’S CLUB 
Brenda's Club was created in memory of Brenda Walters, an avid and accomplished knitter and crocheter who lost 
her battle to breast cancer.  
 
With the approval of Israel A.M.E Church's pastor, Dr. Edward B Smart, as well as Brenda's husband Lyndon and 
daughter Larissa, the Mary B. Missionary Society of the church began meeting two nights each month to make 
infants caps.  The project quickly blossomed to friends, coworkers, a knitters' club, a Senior citizen group, Shaker 
members, an insurance group, a snack vendor, a 7-year-old and four New York State Agencies! 
 
The program brought people from diverse occupations and backgrounds together for this cause. Experienced 
crafters taught and assisted novices to become proficient in the making of the caps.  Michael's Craft Store, in 
Crossgates Commons, provided a 3-hour knitting lesson for the group. The enthusiasm created by the project has 
prompted the groups to continue and a new project will begin in March.  This project will create hats for 
chemotherapy patients.  



 
For more about the Save the Children’s Caps for Good program, visit http://www.michaels.com/Save-the-Children-
Knitted-Cap/26151,default,pd.html?cgid=projects-yarnandneedlecrafts-baby&start=1.  
 

ABOUT “FIRST” ISRAEL A.M.E. CHURCH: 
Located at 381 Hamilton Street, “First” Israel African Methodist Episcopal Church serves the diverse populations 
within the Capital District through spiritual, religious, community and educational programs. 
 
Israel A.M.E. Church has always been active in the community. The Albany Chapter of the NAACP was founded at 
the Church. In 1989, the church became a part of an urban church cluster ministering to the inner city. These five 
churches – Emmanuel Baptist, First Presbyterian, Israel A.M.E., Trinity United Methodist, and Westminster 
Presbyterian – comprise the FOCUS churches. These FOCUS churches reach out to the homeless, the poor and 
the needy with food, lodging and educational programs. 
 
Current ministries include The Grace Green Library, soup kitchen and food pantry, historical preservation, after-
school tutoring, and several others that concentrate on such areas as homeownership, higher education 
scholarships, family life, wellness, overseas, media, missionary, hospitality, and social action.  
 
For more on the church’s history, services and events, visit www.first-israel-ame.org.  
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